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Asaqualified engineer, | have been designing and making
pressesfor almost thirtyyears, andall pressesareover seen
and checked by mepersonally.

Extra options to the press prices are press stands, drive
wheels, castor sand upgradeson pressbeds. Additionally,
charges are added for wooden crates made by a local
Melbournecratemaker.

Freight must alwaysbequoted asitwill varywiththesizeof
thepress. Eachpresscomesstandardwithatester blanketand
afreetinof etchingink.

presses - relief

M 102 Abig Relief Press- Small

German. This small portable press will print all block
techniques, includingfabric, withitsuniqueability toopen
out toreceiveartwork not possiblewithascrew-typepress.
This press can be used for all lino and wood cut printing
techniques. Thespecially designed handleactsasalever,
applying pressureontheplate. Different thicknessesof block
canbeaccomodated viapacking. Thisisdoneby adjustingthe
upper pressure plate to one of two positionsand by using
packing platesor card. Thispressisavery cost effective
alternative to a conventional etching press and may be
screwedtoabenchtop for permanent school or studiouseor
taken out for art-classfield printing trips. Thisallowsfor
rollingup and printing found objectslikeleavesand paper;
alsoplasticandglasstextures.

PRESSSPECIFICATIONS
Weight: 6.7kg

PrintingBlock Thickness: 3-30mm
Overall Size: 42cmx 30cmx 20cm
PrintingArea: 21cmx 30cm (A4)

M102B AbigRelief Press-Large

PRESSSPECIFICATIONS

Weight: 8kg

Printing Block Thickness: 3-30mm
Overall Size: 46cm x 31cm x 20cm
Printing Area: 30.5cm x 30.5cm (12" x 12")

M102B

M287.11 Mini Relief Printer 150/200

Entry level small swingarmrelief hand pressofferslimited
sizeand portability inprinting small relief plates. Comes
completewith pressedwool blanket padding printwadding.
Suitablefor small platesin maximumsizeof 6x 8" (150x
200mm). Thispressis100% madefrom steel and powder
coated for easy cleanup and prevention of rust. Themain
advantageislightwei ght affordability and portability, but
themainlimitationsaretheinability toevenly printlarger
platesdueto pressure appliedtotheswing arm.
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presses and machinery

M287.11

M287.12 Relief plateholder/inker

Printmakers' aid for both safety cutting and the secure
holding of relief platesin wood or lino. It also may be
used as a fast clean up 'roll-up' ink slab. Made from
heavy gauge steel with a serviceable powder coated
finish, this tool can be screwed to a bench top as a
permanent cutting safety area.

p—"

M287.12

presses - etching

M 287.10 Mini EtchingPress255

Entry level small presswhichallows printing etchingsof a
limited size. [tsmainfeaturesaretwo small solid steel top
and bottomrollers and solid bearingsin cast bronze. The
housings bolt to the press sides. Suitable for plates in
etching, maximumsize150mmwide, or relief printingat the
full widthof 240mm. Themainadvantageisitslight weight,
affordability and portability for fieldtripsand workshops.
However, themainlimitationsareitsthinrollers, whichmay
deflecttowardsthecentreand limitthesizeof theetching
platenecessitating to beprinted evenly. Best usedfor line
etchingand solar plates, and not for aquatint.

M287.10

M 287.05 Junior Etching Press400 HD

For printmakers starting out, the Junior press offers
excellent value for a number of reasons. Its main
features are a ground solid steel bed, and top and
bottom self-aligning precision Japaneseroller bearings
in cast housingswhich bolt to wide, extralong 600mm
press side frames for maximum stability and overall
bed support. Itisfinely engineered, with solid steel top
and bottomrollerson heavy duty 25mm axlediameters
whichwill last alifetimewithout bending. For itssize,
itisstill sufficiently portableto beused for field trips
and workshops. The view below shows the side
12mm solid steel brace holding the upper bearing and
top roller, with the adjustable roller bearing bed
support.

M287.05 (detail)

Thebedis made of compositematerias, fittedat theends
withbrasssafety stopsto prevent thebed frommoving out
of the press through the roller gap when printing.
Additionally, thebrassstopswill not mark theupper steel
rollers, sincebrassismuch softer than steel. Thepresshas
four tension springsbetween theupper frameand thetop
bearing housing to allow an upper sprung roller which
assistswith processesrequiring very low pressuresuchas
lino cuts, monoprintsand platelitho printing. TheJunior
pressismadeas abench press, but astandisavailableif
requiredat anextracharge, either withor without lockable
wheel castors. Thepressureiseasily adjustedwiththenon-
rusting black plasti c knobswhich minimisestickout into
theprint spaceand do not catch theblanketswhenflipped
over after eachprint. Pressmovementisviaalargediameter
spoked drivewhichattachestothebottomroller. Armsare
platedfor easy maintenance.
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presses and machinery

M287.05

PRESS SPECIFICATIONS

Overall weight - 45kg

Sidewidth - 600mm

Height overall - 400mm

Roller diameter - 65mmtop & 55mm bottom
Bed length - 800mm; Width - 400mm

Bed thickness- 20mm (nominal)

Finish - Satinblack and gal vani sed steel
EXTRASAVAILABLE (atadditional charge)
Round 760 mm handwheel

Weldedsteel pressstand
Lockablecastorsfittedto stand legs

M 288.12 EtchingPress510HD

For printmakerslooking for the best value for money,
relativetotoproller sizeand weight of press, the510HD
isexcellent Australian value. It offersalarger format press
at anaffordableprice, havingalargepressfootprintwithits
longbed supportwings, and solidlaser cut sideswhichform
the heavy duty 12mm thick bearing support braces. Much
thought hasbeen givento making thispresswithout using
welding, since intense welding heat tendsto distort the
frameand pull the pressout of finebal ance. It alsofeatures
top and bottom self-aligning precision Japanese roller
bearingsin cast housingswhichbolttothe widepressside
framesfor maximumstability andoverall bedsupport. This
pressisof fineengineering, with alargediameter professional
sizedtoprolleron25mmdiameter axlesandamuchsmaller
solid steel bottomroller, which givesthe pressageared
effect without the cost of an added gearbox.

Thisisapresswhichideally should bepermanently setup
inaschool or studio, and although madeasabench press,
offersamatching all steel base stand, exactly fitting the
pressdimensions. Theview below showsthe plated top
brace crossover which bolts into the side plates and is
tappedfor thepressureadjustment screw. Thesideplates
arefittedwith adjustablesealedfor liferoller bearingsfor
perfect bed support.

M288.12 (detail)

The standard version bed is a composite, made of

galvanised steel and dense fibreboards composite. It is
fitted at the ends with brass safety stopsto prevent the
bed from moving out of the pressthrough theroller gap
when printing. Additionally, the brass stops will not
mark the upper steel rollers, since brass is much softer
than steel. A solid ground steel bed isalso available at
an extra price. Press movement is via a large diameter
spoked windlasswhich fitsonto the bottomroller. The
arms are plated for easy maintenance; however, a 760
mm, fully rimmed hand wheel is available as an extra.
The press has four tension springs between the upper
frame and the top bearing housing to allow an upper
sprung roller to assist with processes which require
very low pressure, such as lino cuts, monoprints and
plate litho printing. This press is made as a bench
press, but a stand is available if required at an extra
charge, either with or without lockable wheel castors.
The pressure is easily adjusted with the non-rusting,
large black plastic knobs which minimise stickout into
the print space and do not catch the blankets when
flipped over after each print. This press, even though
direct drive, hasa‘geared effect’ since the lower roller
is of smaller diameter than the top roller where the
work is actually being done during printing.

PRESS SPECIFICATIONS

Overall weight - 55kg

Sidewidth - 800mm

Height overall - 500mm

Roller diameter - 1220mmtop & 70mm bottom
Bed length - 1000mm; Width - 510mm

Bed thickness- 20mm (nominal)

Finish - Chromeplateand gal vani sed steel
Gear ratio- Geared effect withsmaller lower roller
EXTRASAVAILABLE (atadditional charge)
Round 760 mmhand wheel

Solidground steel pressbed (510x1000mm)
Weldedsteel pressstand

L ockablecastorsfittedtostandlegs
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M288.12

M 288.13 EtchingPress580HD

For printmakerswhowantto print afull 56 x 76mm sheet
of paper without having to tear it down. It offersalarge
format studio pressat an affordabl eprice, withitslong bed
supportwings, and solid 12 mmlaser cut sides. Basically,
thisisacopy of theabovepressstretchedwiderindimension.

PRESS SPECIFICATIONS

Overall weight - 65kg

Sidewidth - 800mm

Height overall - 500mm

Roller diameter - 1220mmtop & 70mm bottom
Bed length - 1100mm; Width - 580mm

Bed thickness- 20mm (nominal)

Finish - Chromeplateand gal vani sed steel
Gear ratio- Geared effect withsmaller lower roller
EXTRASAVAILABLE (atadditional charge)
Round 760mm hand wheel

Solidground steel pressbed

Welded steel pressstand

L ockablecastorsfittedtostandlegs
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presses and machinery

M 103 Abig500 Gear ed Etching Press

Madein Germany. For printmakers, the Abiggeared press
hasbecomeoneof Europe’ sbest sellersfor anumber of
reasons. It hasawinning combination of excellent val uefor
money, aswell asfineengineeringwithanoverall easeof
use, due to its lightweight cast aluminium side frame
congtruction. Foritssize, itisquiteportableand excel lent for
fieldtripsand workshops, etc. (36kQ).

M103

Perhaps of equal importance for multi-purpose use is
thefact that it is precision geared and sellsfor the same
price asmost direct drive presses. The gearing enables
larger plates to print without effort and minimises a
‘stop and go’ print passage through the pressthat often
resultsin uneven blacksin aquatintsand lino cuts. The
gearbox is fully enclosed for safety and is situated
behind the metal box marked ‘B’ below.

M103 (detail)

Additionally, with gearing, the drive wheel can be
made a much smaller diameter, so the press has a
smaller footprint in the studio or classroom. The bed
isalaminated sandwich of 2.5mm zinc plated steel and
thick, stable hardwood ply. If the bed is moved too far
out, four special safety pins on the side frames of the
pressallow the bed to gently tip off thedriveroller and
the pressbed will then stay in thisposition until the bed
is reversed in direction manually by the printmaker.
Also observablein the above photo isthe upper sprung
roller that assists with processes which require very
low pressure such as lino cuts, monoprints and plate
litho printing.

NAS Catalogue 2010-e.artstore@gmail.com
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presses and machinery

Each presscomesfully cratedfrom Germany, sothereare
not theextrachargesfor crating which havetobeaddedto
thecost of most Australian presses. Thepressismadeas
abenchpress, butastandisavailableif required at anextra
charge, either withor without lockable wheel castors. The
pressureiseasily adjusted withthenon-rusting ergonomic
largeblack plasticknobswhich minimisethestick-outinto
theprint spaceand do not catch theblanketswhenflipped
over after each print.

PRESSSPECIFICATIONS

Over all weight - 36kg

Roller diameter - 80Ommtop & bottom
Approximatefor cegener ated - 1000kg

Bed width - 500mm; L ength - 700mm

Bed thickness-22mm

Finish -Toughfurnace-bakedenamel.

Gear ratio-2.4:1

EXTRASAVAILABLE (atadditional charge)
Ground solidsteel bed 12mm thick x 900mmlong
Welded steel pressbench

L ockablecastorsfittedtostandlegs

Round handwheel drive

M 104 AbigRack DrivePress

Thispressisat the top of the Abig range with the same
lightweight diecast aluminium sideframesfor precision
portability, and the same 500mm bed width roller
combination. Because of this, it looks almost identical
to the Abig press above, but has the major difference of
a system of bed movement known as 'rack drive'.

Two identically-machined steel racks are fitted
underneath the bed on either side. The bottom roller, at
each end, has twin bevel gears which engage with the
rack on the bed to provide perfect smooth drive, even
at the very low top roll pressure used in wood block
relief printing. Thisassistsin perfect colour registration.

Geared by a 3 : 1 ratio, it is equally good for both
etching alino printing without the press sticking at the
start of the lino plate printing.

The geared rack driveisthe ultimate press drive option
and is the system used in the highly expensive printing
machinesused by professional printers.

M289.3 HFAW 800EtchingPress

Thislargeformat pressismadefor printinglarge sheetsof
paper,includingHahnemuhleandthelargeRivesand Arches
80x120papers. Equally, itwill print platelithographs, lino
platesand wood blocks. It has been fitted with specially
adjustableflat springsinthetoproller bearing assembly to
assistinprintinglinoandlitho plateswhereal ow sensitive
‘kiss' pressureisdesired during printingfor best results.

M289.3

Every effort hasbeen madeinthispressdesigntokeepthe
pricetoareasonablelevel,and makethepressaffordable
tobothuniversity aswell asindividual artistswhowishto
printlargeformat.

Thepressconstructionisbased on 12 mmsolidsteel side
plateslaser cut for precision and to minimize plate heat
distortion. The160mmdiametertoprollerismadeof heavy
walled seaml esspipeof alargediameter, whilstthelower
rollerissmallerinsolidsted, bothrunningon30mmshafts
andself aligningbearingsincastironhousings. The12mm
sidesand wheel havebeenfinished withadurableblack
powder coat furniture type baked enamel for easy
mai ntenanceand durability. Other partsof thepresshave
been el ectroplated to prevent rusting.

For easeof pressureadjustment thepressureisadjustedvia
two short Tommy barswith black bakeliteknobstomove
theadjuster out of theway of theblanket during printing.
Printingismade easy by agood gear reduction gearbox
attachedtothesideof thepressand hidden behindawel ded
steel cover. Notethat thispresshassuperior hand cut bevel
gearsviaanidler tomaintaincorrect directionasthewhee
isturned. (iethe bed movesinthe samedirection asthe
wheel) Thegear ratio of thepressisagenerous5: 1without
beingover-gearedandlosingthe'feel’ duringtheprinting
process. Bevel gearsaredirect and donot slacken off like
achaindrivetendstodo over time, sothereisnever any
messy chainadjustment required. Thelargebevel gearis
joinedtothebottomroller by asteel keyway, secured by
adoublelocked Allenkey toprevent movement over time.

Inadditiontothegenerousgearing, thepressisfittedwith
alargediameter 1220 mmdiameter hand-wheel. Thepress
isfixedinwidthwithmachined-facedthick plated crossbars
toensurethe presssitssquarely andistotally rigid.

Thebedismadefromheavy weight black Bakelitetokeep
the overall weight of the press down in shipping and
handling. AlsotheBakelitedoesnot tendto buckling or
rusting assteel bedsoftendoovertime. Bed supportisvia
fully seeledroller bearingswhichnever needlubricationand
arealsovirtuallyfrictionless.

M289.3(detail)

="

View showing Bakelite bed tracking on roller bearings

Thelower part of thepressismadefrom squaresteel tube
(RHS) and is fully braced at the corners to maximize
stability. Itisrecommendedthat theselargeformat presses
beboltedtothefloor after correctly levelling.

PRESSSPECIFICATIONS

Overall weight - 300kg

Roller diameter - 160mmtop & 100mm bottom
Approximatefor cegener ated - 3000kg

Bed width - 830mm; L ength - 1450mm

Bed thickness- 16mm

Finish -Toughfurnace-baked enamel.

Gear ratio-5:1
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